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Partners in Mission Resource Kits have now 
arrived in corps. These kits include: 

• DVD with eight Partners In IVIission videos 
featuring IVIexico. 

• Youth and children's resources - children's story and 
youth Bible study. 

• Over 60 PowerPoint®-ready slide images for presentations. 

• Print media kit including colour posters and bulletin cover. 

• Audio MPS interview with Major Sallyann Hood, 
addressing Human Trafficking in Mexico. 

• Interesting facts on the featured partner territory and 
overseas personnel profiles. 

• Fundraising growth chart and sample donation envelope. 

• Over 300 images from all seven of our PIM territories. 

For more information, speak to your corps officer, visit 
SalvationArmy.ca/partnersinmission or contact the World 
Missions Department at 416-425-2111. 
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Mission Statements 

The Salvation Army exists to share the love 
of Jesus Christ, meet human needs and be a 
transforming influence in the communities 
of our world. 

Salvationist informs readers about the mis- 
sion and ministry of The Salvation Army in 
Canada and Bermuda while engaging them 
with our biblical mission and purpose. 



Faith (Sl Friends 

Are you sharing your 
faith?When you finish 
reading Faith & Friends in 
the centre of this issue, 
pull it out and give it to 
someone who needs to 
hear about Christ's life- 
changing power. You'll 
both be glad you did. 
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Fulfilling God's Plan 
For His Church 



Jesus said, "Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to all creation" (Mark 
16:15). As Christians, our message and 
mission is very clearly global. It is not 
enough to actively engage with our 
communities and neighbours in build- 
ing God's Kingdom. We must learn to 
have a universal perspective. 

In the western world, we have 
become protective of any gains the gospel 
has made in the past. The influence of 
Christian values are under attack. No 
longer are we simply afraid of becom- 
ing a secular society, but we are con- 
cerned that the values of other world 
religions are having a voice and impact 
on the cultural scene in which we live. 
Sometimes it appears to be a losing battle 
here at home, yet around the world God's 
Kingdom in flourishing. 

A leading theologian in Africa said 
recently, "The church in Africa is at a 
crossroads, poised to become a major 
force in the world. But we will only be 
successful in this if we have the courage 
to differ, to innovate. There is a need for 
Africa to move from intuitive or second- 
hand faith and theology to a critical first- 
hand faith and theology." 

African Christians are discovering 
that, for vibrant spiritual health to pros- 
per. Christians must allow the gospel to 
be what Jesus intended: the good news 
of God's movement to carry out his pur- 
pose for all peoples — the message that 
God is working to bring reconciliation, 
transforming lives and communities, 
leading his people to re-discover truth 
and a new way of life that is redemptive 
and liberating. 

We are able to participate in this 
renewal and Kingdom growth not just 
through our giving to Partners in Mission, 
but by opening ourselves to the Holy 
Spirit's teaching and living authentically 
with our family and neighbours. 



Ray Moulton 

Lt-Colonel, Editor-in-Chief 
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Workers Together for Christ 

Territory embarks on 2008 Partners in Mission Appeal 

by Major Gillian Brown, Associate Director of World Missions, THQ Business Administration 
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Territorial Goal for 2008 
$2.15 million 



If I had a million dollars ...." 
Familiar words of a popular song 
in the early 1990s — words that res- 
onate with the dream many of us 
might have of how we would spend that 
kind of money. 

The words of Jesus in Luke 6:20-21 
bring us back to reality a jarring reminder 
of God's perspective of our dreams: 

Blessed are you who are poor, 

for yours is the Kingdom of God. 

Blessed are you who hunger now, 

for you will he satisfied. 

Blessed are you who weep now, 

for you shall laugh. 

We tend to be more familiar with 
Matthew's version of the blessings, with the 
emphasis on poverty of spirit and hunger 
of the heart. Luke's version reminds us of 
the link between our material well-being 
and our spiritual health. Commenting on 
these verses, author Vera Sinton wonders 
if we have failed to keep our "muscles of 
generosity toned." 

Salvationists in Canada and Bermuda 
have a further opportunity to flex their 
muscles of generosity as we begin our 2008 
Partners in Mission Appeal. The money 
raised during the campaign is distributed 
through International Headquarters to 
ensure that the Army's mission remains 
strong in areas with limited opportunities 
to raise their own funds for necessary infra- 
structure. Without financial support The 
Salvation Army in many parts of the world 
would face significant financial burdens 
as they faithfully minister in Jesus' name. 
Our own territory would lose something, 
too, for within the body of Christ, when 
one member suffers so do we all. 

The Apostle Paul spent 10 years com- 
mitted to raising funds for the church in 
Jerusalem. In 2 Corinthians 3: 13, he wrote, 
"Our desire is not that others might be 
relieved while you are hard pressed, but 
that there might be equality." 

The international Partners in Mission 
strategy introduced in 2004 seeks to ensure 
a measure of equality between Salvation 




Army territories and commands. While our 
territory responds to needs in many other 
countries, we have a special responsibility 
to support seven territories and commands 
in prayer and financially. 

The support between partner territories 
goes both ways. While our mission part- 
ners may not be in a position to provide 
funding for our programs, we can learn 
from them new and creative approaches 
to the common issues and problems we 
face. And we have their support in prayer. 

Our Mission Partners 

Germany East 

Hong Kong and Macau 

Liberia 

Mexico 

Singapore, Malaysia and Myanmar 

Spain 

Tanzania 



something of greater value than money. 

In countries where life is so tenuous, 
prayer is not a last but a first resort, for 
they have experienced God's faithfulness 
as they learn to depend on him in the 
midst of desperate poverty and persecu- 
tion. Such prayer understands the pres- 
sures of a secular society that seeks to 
push the relevance of a relationship with 
God to the margins. As they pray for us, 
let us be faithful in upholding them in 
our prayers. 

Every ministry unit in the territory 
has now received a Partners in Mission 
resource package to help promote this 
important fundraising campaign. This 
year we are focusing on Mexico. New 
features have been added to the videos, 
PowerPoint pictures and print material, 
with something for children and youth. 

Please give generously so that this 
year's territorial goal of $2,150,000 will 
be reached. 
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This year's featured 

Partners in Mission 

territory is a land of 

liope and need. The 

Salvation Army is mal<ing 
a difference through 

anti-human-trafficking 
initiatives, children's 

homes, street outreach 

and vibrant corps 

ministry 



Not just a vacation 
destination 

by Art Nickel, Media Producer, THQ 



ong sandy beaches. Sombreros. 

Luxurious resorts. Cruise 

ships on the ocean's horizon. 

That's what a typical Canadian 
might first think of when Mexico comes 
up in a conversation. But there is a Mexico 
that tourists generally don't see and for 
most local residents, the reality is very 
different. 

Mexico is a country with a popula- 
tion of more than 107 million. Few of us 
would know that an estimated one in five 
Mexicans can't afford to eat. With almost 
43 percent of the population under the age 
of 18, there are many hungry children. 

We hear in the business reports that 
Mexico is developing economically, yet the 



An estimated 

one in five Mexicans 

can't afford to eat 
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average factory worker's wage is less than 
$8 US per day — and that's for those lucky 
enough to have a job. Many men, women 
and even children migrate long distances 
from their homes in hopes of getting work 
and the result is an epidemic proportion 
of Mexican families being broken up. But 
it gets worse. For some, the journey ends 
when they get trapped as victims of human 
trafficking. Poor women and children in 
particular are the easiest prey. 

Yet even with all the different facts I'd 
researched before boarding my flight, I 
was still not sure what to expect when 
we stepped off the plane in Tijuana. I 
had never been to Mexico, nor had my 
travelling companion, Major Gillian 
Brown, associate director of world 
missions, THQ. 

At the Border of Hope 

As the plane descended, I could see a 
high corrugated metal fence that is the 
distinct border separating the United 
States from its southern neighbour. Within 
hours of landing in Tijuana, we were 
at The Salvation Army's Albergue Para 
Migrants — a centre that not only serves 
as a corps and houses the officers but is 
also a large shelter for homeless men. It 
is so full that many sleep in an old school 
bus parked in front of the building. As we 
arrived, the shelter's kitchen was full of 
men off the streets, many eating the only 
meal they will have that day. 

I talked to them and discovered there 
were many different stories. Some had 
illegally made their way north from differ- 
ent places in South and Central America, 
hoping to find work. Others had left rural 
Mexican villages in hopes of eventually get- 
ting to the United States, where they hear 
work is plentiful. I was most surprised to 
hear how many men had been deported 
from the U.S.A. after residing there for 
years. They are now living in limbo, not 
htting into either society. 

The corps officers collect a small 
nightly fee and run weekly "street bazaars" 
(like our thrift stores), but the shelter still 
struggles to find funds for basics such as 
laundry money to wash the many blankets. 
For the many men at the shelter who do 
not get beds or a space on the old school 
bus, even sleeping on the concrete floor 
with a blanket is a safer option than sleep- 
ing in the streets. 

Border towns also have other problems, 
such as being centres for human trafhck- 
ing. As families get separated or parents 
take low-paying jobs in local factories. 




Above: Major Cesar Centeno interacts with children at Salvation Army children's home 
in Guadalajara; below: a soldier prays with an injured man during street ministry in 
Mexico City 
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Mural on^corps wall in Xochipec, 
an hour from Mexico City 



Girl enjoys herJiuncrrat 
Army feeding prograrn 
in Puerto Vallarta^' 
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Memorials on the Mexican side of the 
U.S. border fence are a reminder that 
many don't make it across 




their children are often left to fend for 
themselves, making them easy prey. In 
an effort to educate and keep children 
out of harm's way, The Salvation Army is 
currently in the process of opening a new 
care centre in the La Gloria area outside 
of Tijuana. It will be part of our own ter- 
ritory's anti-human- trafficking effort. 

Culinary Training 

The situation was not much different in 
Puerto Vallarta, where local poverty is in 
close proximity to the constant influx of 
tourists and cruise ships. The suburbs are 
poor, and drugs, alcohol and despair fuel 
social problems. But there is hope. Like 
their counterparts elsewhere, the local 
Salvation Army runs children's care and 
feeding programs. It was interesting to 
discover that a retired Canadian couple — a 
chef and a teacher — volunteer weekly at 
the centre, teaching older children culinary 
and serving skills that they can use to get 
work in the tourist trade. Although the 
rented property is small. Captain Mario 
Lataban, corps officer, is planning the con- 
struction of a new children's facility that 
is to be built on a piece of land recently 
secured. There are many hurdles and 
various funding issues, but the captain 
is determined to move the much needed 
new building forward. 

Caring for Children 

In Guadalajara, The Salvation Army has 
been running a children's residence for 
several decades. Some families who can- 
not afford to raise or feed their children 
have had to leave them at the home. Thus 
the facility has had several generations of 
children who have grown up knowing 
only the corps officers as their mother and 
father. We visited a former resident who 
now runs a successful restaurant in down- 
town Mexico City. He said he still knows 
no other family than those he grew up with 
in the Army's children's residence. 

The children require constant care 
seven days a week. Yet, in addition to 
running the home. Majors Guadalupe 
and Cesar Centeno also run an outreach 
food distribution program. This involves 
collecting donated food and distributing 
it in a poor shanty community located 
by railway tracks on the outskirts of 
Guadalajara. 

Human Trafficking 

We eventually ended up in Mexico City, 
where the metropolitan area is the second 
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largest in the world with a population 
around 26 million. Here, the Army's 
programs are broad and diverse. In addition 
to a strong network of corps inside and 
outside the city limits, programs for women 
and children are central to the work being 
done. Other centres include a mental health 
clinic, a men's shelter and a weekly street 
ministry at a pediatric hospital. 

Over the next few days we visited 
several children's residences and feeding 
programs. In Cuernavaca, about an hour 
north of Mexico City, we met three children 
who had been directly affected by human 
trafficking. They had been abandoned on 
the doorstep of The Salvation Army's home 
because their mother had suddenly left 
to pursue "work" she was offered in the 
United States. Many in Mexico are lured 
into accepting such opportunities, only 
to find out later that they are trapped in 
situations they had not expected. 

In Cocotitlan, a new Army outpost is 
being established. Much work needs to 
be done to a piece of property that was 



Many women are lured to the 

United States to find jobs, only 

to become trapped in situations 

they had not expected 



recently donated, but already there is a 
group of women who bring their children 
and gather regularly. It is a good indica- 
tor that, as in other parts of Mexico City, 
a strong home league will be part of this 
new corps' ministry. 

Much Work to be Done 

The list of Salvation Army programs and 
ministries we visited in Mexico is long. 
Yet, everywhere we went there were smil- 
ing children and a hope that life will get 
better. The needs may seem overwhelm- 
ing, but 1 know the Mexican Salvation 
Army — Ejercito de Salvacion — is making 
a real difference. I have seen it. 

1 hope, too, you will also get to see 
some of the great work the Army is doing 
in Mexico by viewing this year's Partners 
In Mission videos and resource material at 
your local corps or online at salvationarmy 
ca/partnersinmission. 

There is much work to be done. Please 
support our Partners In Mission campaign 
financially and through your prayers. 
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THANKFUL 

in Yellowknife 

Thanksgiving is always a busy 
weekend for The Salvation Army 
in Yellowknife and this past year 
was no exception. It began with a food 
drive at the local Co-Op grocery store, 
a regular partner with the Army in this 
northern community The day threatened 
to be blustery — it was cold and some snow 
fell — but the sun came out and the event 
was well supported by area residents. 




Cheryl Thomas, Julie Benreddad, Cpts 
Derek Pluchinski and Jo Sobool join "Sally 
Ann" at the Yellowknife food drive 

With the purchase of pre-packaged 
emergency food bags prepared by the 
Co-Op, as well as other donations. The 
Salvation Army received more than $6,000 
in food for its community and family servi- 
ces. In addition, the kettle was put out, and 
generous supporters contributed $1,200 
in support of the Army's work. 

On hand to greet local residents was 
"Sally Ann," the Prairie and Northern 
Territories divisional mascot. She shook 
hands with those gathered and helped to 
give out some of the 20 dozen hot dogs and 
drinks distributed by Army personnel. 

During the weekend, the Yellowknife 
Corps and Resource Centre, with the help 
of 27 volunteers, served Thanksgiving 
dinner to 225 people. Captain Jo Sobol, 
associate executive director, credits com- 
munity spirit and support of local volun- 
teers with the size of ministry the Army 
is able to carry out. "Every day we thank 
God for our staff and their commitment to 
the Army's work and mission," she com- 
ments. "We had a great weekend — really 
something to be thankful for." 
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Golf Tournament Benefits 
Kate Booth House 



The Salvation Army's Kate Booth 
House in Vancouver is a place of 
transition for women and children 
fleeing domestic violence. For the past 
15 years, it has been blessed to receive 
the support of the Shaughnessy Women's 
Charity Golf Tournament. In 2007, a live 
auction was held at a reception the evening 
before the tournament, raising additional 
funds for this important ministry. 

Through the long-time support of the 
tournament participants, Kate Booth House 
has been provided with the funds required 
to extend its ministry Program managers 
have been able to hire an outreach worker, 
purchase a new van and expand to offer 
additional accommodation for women and 
children. This includes Esther Place, which 
provides four fully furnished apartments 
to house families during a second transi- 
tional stage after moving from Kate Booth 



House. The Salvation Army is grateful to 
the Shaughnessy women for their outpour- 
ing of support and love that enables this 
vital ministry to continue. 




Suzy Weeks and Sandra Larter, co-chairs 
of the 2007 Shaughnessy Women's Charity 
Golf Tournament, present a cheque for 
$151,578 to Mjr Marjory Peddle, executive 
director, Kate Booth House 




Celebrating 



Veterans iif Victoria 



Victoria Citadel honoured its veter- 
ans at its men's fellowship break- 
fast last November. These men, 
along with the 30 others who regularly 
attend, are not content to remember their 
past achievements. They are active in the 
corps, particularly supporting ministries 
at home and overseas. 

The breakfast, which they call "the best 
deal in town," is prepared by a group of 
women who use the opportunity to sup- 
port projects of their own, both locally 
and overseas. As they enjoy their food, 
the men listen to an inspirational message 
and choose missions projects to support. 
Recently, they provided funding to drill 
two village wells, begin a market garden 
and purchase supplies to renovate a small 



Veterans who are members of Victoria 
Citadel's men's fellowship group 

rural church in Bangladesh. These projects 
provide employment in the community 
and give the Army there an opportunity to 
witness through both spoken and practical 
means. The group also donated funds to 
help repair the Army's School for the Blind 
in Jamaica, which sustained damage in 
last year's storms. It also provided a box 
of Bibles to be distributed by a Canadian 
Salvationist serving in the Canadian mil- 
itary in Africa. 

The men receive a rewarding feeling 
of satisfaction for their fundraising efforts. 
They are pleased to belong to a group that 
stands for more than simply fun, food and 
fellowship. 
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The Salvation Army float was a great hit with 
parade viewers 



Parading in 
Prince Albert 

For the first time in several years, The 
Salvation Army in Prince Albert, Sask., 
entered a float in the annual Santa Claus 
Parade. Major Glenn Patey corps officer, com- 
ments: "Out of the many floats in the parade, 
the Army's was the only one that told the true 
story of Christmas. It was met with a fantastic 
response from the public." 



Hung 
By the 
Escalator 
with Care 



Attempting to set a new 
Guinness World Record 
for the largest Christmas 
stocking. The Salvation Army 
partnered with Toronto's Sony 
Centre for the Performing Arts 
and Lowes Home Improvement 
Warehouse to construct and hang 
a 27.46-metre-Iong and 11.3- 
metre-wide Christmas stocking 
on Guinness World Record Day, 
November 8, 2007. The new Guinness 
World Record for the largest Christmas 
stocking was achieved, surpassing 
the previous record set in England in 
January 2006, in which volunteers knit- 
ted more than 600 12-inch squares to 
construct a stocking 19.25 metres (63 
feet 2 inches) long and 8.23 metres (27 
feet) wide. 

The goal of this world record attempt 
was to gather donations for the Army's 




The world's largest Christmas stocking 
hangs over the balcony, down the 
escalator and into the lobby of Toronto's 
Sony Centre 

Christmas toy drive. Last Christmas, 
organizers worked to provide gifts 
to more than 12,000 children in the 
Toronto area alone. 

By the end of the day, 3,781 toys 
had been received. Winners and Spin 
Master donated enough toys to each fill 
one third of the stocking. 



Ottawa's Ordinary Heroes 



Ottawa Citadel honoured 
its veterans and home- 
front workers at its annual 
Remembrance Day service. They 
shared their experiences in peace- 
time and war in many places across 
the world. Members of the group 
represent most branches of military 
service — the Royal Canadian Navy, the 
Canadian Army, the Royal Canadian 
Air Force, as well as the British Royal 
Air Force. 

Wherever they served, these 
Salvationists were also a witness to those around them. May 
Linklater tells the story of a British officer who wanted to fire 
her because he could not swear in front of a Salvation Army lass. 
And Jamie Barter recalls receiving an extra six cents pay per day 
in lieu of his tot of rum because he did not drink alcohol. 

Over the years, these men and women have found their 
way to Ottawa Citadel and become part of its "fighting force" as 
well. They took to heart the encouragement of General George 
Carpenter, who told returning servicemen and women to build 
upon their experiences as they took up positions of leadership 
at home. Since that time, for more than 50 years they have been 
bandsmen, local officers, Sunday school teachers, CCM and home 




Salvationist veterans are honoured at Ottawa Citadel 

league members, giving of themselves in service to their corps, 
just as they did to their country. 

Current members of Canada's military, who are also soldiers 
of Ottawa Citadel, participated in the service to honour those 
whose shoes they now fill. While the number of heroes at the 
corps inevitably decreases with the passing of time, their con- 
tributions are not forgotten. 

Honoured at the service were Jamie Barter, Mahlon Robinson, 
Vicki Dinsdale, David Stewart, Len Waterman, Ruth Wright, May 
Linklater, Clinton and Isabel Rhodes. 
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Around the Territory 




Youthful Musicians United 

Last August, 29 young people aged 11-19 and their leaders boarded a 
plane in St. John's, N.L., bound for Edmonton as part of an exchange 
trip. It allowed young people from Solid Rock Brass, formerly known 
as the junior band from Grand Falls Citadel, N.L., and the Edmonton 
Temple Youth Band to spend time together sharing each other's cultures, 
musical talents and ministry opportunities. 

During the first segment of this exchange, members of Solid Rock Brass 
visited Edmonton and Calgary, where they participated in many activities, 
including outdoor concerts and visits to nursing homes. Band members 
were particularly blessed when they assisted with the feeding program for 
the homeless at the Edmonton Addictions and Rehabilitation Centre. The 
young people appreciated being able to make new friends from across the 
country and look forward to the return visit of Edmonton Temple Youth 
Band to Grand Ealls-Windsor in March. 



Did you know ... 

...Ignite is a 10-month program dedicated to 
providing discipleship and mission training in an 
inner-city context? In Toronto, applications for 
the session beginning September 2008 are being 
accepted through Corps 614 
. . .in Canada's north, more than 10,000 trucks will travel 
along a highway of ice constructed across frozen 
lakes to bring supplies to mines that are otherwise 
inaccessible? From the end of January until some 
time in April, fourtrucks will begin the journey every 
20 minutes on more than 500 km of frozen road that 
is covered by up to 100 centimetres of ice 
...last summer, 234 children aged seven to 12 and 
46 teenagers attended Beaver Creek Camp in 
Saskatchewan? They helped celebrate the camp's 
60th anniversary 

...Mjr Ivan Rowsell, divisional director of CJS 
chaplaincies, Toronto, Ont. CE Div, recently 
participated in a Habitatfor Humanity building day 
that included participants from the Toronto Jewish 
and Islamic communities? Forty leaders from the 
three faiths came together to help build homes for 
families in need 

. . . The Salvation Army has now begun work in Burundi 
and Greece, bringing the total number of countries 
with an official Salvation Army presence to 113? 





New Chief Secretary 
Appointed 



Effective March 1, Lt-Colonels 
Donald and Ann Copple have been 
appointed as chief secretary and 
territorial secretary for women's ministries 
for Canada and Bermuda. They succeed 
Colonels Glen and Eleanor Shepherd 
who will be retiring from active service. 
In order to fulfil their new responsibilities 
for two years, the General has extended 
the Copples' active service until February 
2010. 

Entering training from Point St. 
Charles, Montreal, Lt- Colonel Ann Copple 
was commissioned in 1963 as a member of 
the Servants of Christ Session. Lt-Colonel 
Donald Copple was commissioned the 
following year as part of the Heroes of 
the Faith Session, having entered college 
from Flin Flon, Man. Following their mar- 
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riage in 1965, they min- 
istered at several corps 
appointments in Ontario, 
including Port Colbourne, 
Wingham, London East, 
Chatham and Sarnia. A change came in 
1976 when they were appointed to the 
Toronto College For Officer Training, first 
as sectional officers, then with respon- 
sibilities as field co-ordinator and library 
assistant. As secretary to Major Miriam 
Evenden, Ann also helped in the develop- 
ment and organization of the new Heritage 
Centre. 

In 1981 the Copples returned to corps 
ministry, with six years at Mississauga 
Temple and two at Scarborough Citadel, 
both in the Greater Toronto Area. Another 
significant change came in 1989 when they 
were appointed to divisional work in the 
former Newfoundland Central Division, 
with Donald as divisional secretary and 
Ann as divisional secretary for women's 
ministries. Returning to Ontario, they min- 



istered in similar capacities in the former 
Ontario West Division. In 1995, they were 
appointed to THQ where Donald served 
as assistant property secretary, property 
secretary and then assistant chief secretary 
During this time Ann served as assistant to 
the territorial women's ministries secretary. 
Donald was pleased to serve as executive 
ofhcer of the Canadian Staff Band from 
1997 to 2001. 

Following almost 40 years in Ontario, 
the Copples were appointed as divisional 
leaders of British Columbia South in 2001. 
Their responsibilities increased when the 
division expanded to include the whole 
province in 2003. Since 2006, they have 
served as divisional leaders for Ontario 
Central, which in 2007 became the Ontario 
Central-East Division. 

Salvationists in Canada and Bermuda 
welcome Lt-Colonels Donald and Ann 
Copple in their new roles as part of the ter- 
ritorial leadership team and look forward 
to serving under their ministry. 
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With funding from the Canada and BermudaTerritory, 
the Army fights human trafficking inTijuana 

by Major Gillian Brown, Associate Director of World Missions, THQ Business Administration 



The 2006 movie Amazing Grace 
was released to coincide with 
the bicentennial anniversary 
of the abolition of the slave 
trade in Great Britain. Based on the true 
story of William Wilberforce, it tells of the 
20-year fight to abolish the British slave 
trade in the early 1800s. John Newton, a 
former ship captain involved in the slave 
trade market, wrote the familiar words of 
Amazing Grace following his own conver- 
sion experience. 

Two hundred years later, the global crisis 
of slavery continues, a largely invisible yet 
booming business. Estimates of the annual 
revenue generated from human trafficking 
range from $9.5 billion to $32 billion. 

In his book Not for Sale: Return of the 
Global Slave Trade and How We Can Fight It, 
David Batstone estimates that 27 million 
slaves exist in our world today. Men and 
women, young and old are being forced 
to work in sweatshops, in fields harvesting 
crops, in brothels selling their bodies or 
in captivity as domestic sex slaves. The 
modern-day slave trade is made all the 
easier by globalization as traffickers trans- 
port their victims across borders without 



being detected. Many victims are lured 
into migrating from village to city, or to 
countries abroad, by the deceptive prom- 
ises traffickers make — promises of better 
job opportunities, a chance to lift their 
families out of poverty. 

Two hundred years 

after William Wilberforce, 

the global crisis 

of slavery continues 

Combating human trafficking in 
Mexico is somewhat complex as the 
country has the unfortunate distinction 
of being a source, destination and means 
of transit. As a source, vulnerable people 
are lured or forcibly taken from families 
to be trafhcked to the United States or 
elsewhere. As a destination, Mexican 
cities — particularly those dependent on 
tourism — exploit women and children, 
primarily within the sex trade. As a means 
of transit, Mexico receives people traf- 



ficked from elsewhere and smuggles them 
on to other Latin American countries or 
Europe. 

Situated on the border of the United 
States, Tijuana is known for its factories 
and tourism. Those in search of better 
work opportunities arrive in the city, far 
from family and friends and the support 
they offer. The combination of long work 
hours and a short school day means that 
many children are left to their own devices 
for much of the day and even into the 
night. While visiting the city last year, I 
heard of children rented out for the night 
to wealthy tourists. 

The anti-human- trafficking project 
developed by The Salvation Army in Mexico 
and funded by the Canada and Bermuda 
Territory will provide a safe place for children 
through an extended-hour day-care centre. 
Property has already been identified in La 
Gloria, a community just outside Tijuana, 
and soldiers from the local corps have 
already begun to make inroads into the 
community The project will also include an 
education component — a form of neighbor- 
hood watch — to keep everyone vigilant. 

What would it take to change the 
world? Prayer and obedience to God's call 
to stand up for the most vulnerable of the 
population — the children. 

What would it take to change the 
world? The courage to follow the example 
of William Wilberforce and be a modern- 
day abolitionist. ^ 
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1. Prayer 

Use a world map or globe as a focus for 
prayer. The Internet or your local public 
library can provide current information 
on each country. Get the family involved 
in the research. 

(Resource suggestion: Maps from Every 
Home for Christ world literature crusade can 
be ordered at www.itbeginswithme.net.) 

2. Fasting 

Fast one day a week during the six- week 
Partners in Mission Appeal at your corps. 
This could be as simple as giving up the 
noon meal and using the time to pray for 
our partner territories or fasting for the 
entire day. The money you would have 
spent on meals could be part of your 
Partners in Mission offering. 

3. "Walking for Water" Fundraiser 

Water is precious in the developing world. 
Women and children often walk for several 
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kilometres to find a new source, with no 
guarantee that the water is fit to drink. 

Raise awareness through a "Walking 
for Water" event. If the weather is not 
suitable for an outdoor walk, consider 
arranging the use of a gym or shopping 
mall. Have participants sponsored for a 
walk that includes carrying a large bucket 
of water a distance of six kilometres or 
more. (Carrying the bucket on your head 
is not required.) 

4. Cultural Dinners/"What the 
World Eats" Dinner 

Invite a newcomer to Canada to teach a 
cooking class based on a simple meal from 
their home country Tickets could be sold 
so that others can enjoy the meal the cook- 
ing class has prepared. Alternatively, invite 
chefs from local restaurants to contribute 
one of their signature dishes as part of a 
gala feast. Sell tickets for an "all you can 
eat" buffet. 



Support 



Looking for new 

ideas to spark your 

creative interest? 

Tired of the same 

old Sunday-school 

contests to raise 

money for world 

missions? Here 

are 10 practical 

tips to consider 

by Major Gillian Brown 

Associate Director of World Missions 
THQ Business Administration 



5. Education 

This year's Partners in Mission resource kit 
provides material on human trafficking. 
Invite your divisional representative from 
the territorial human trafficking committee 
to address the issue at a corps event. 

Start a reading club with David 
Batstone's book Not for Sale: Return of the 
Global Slave Trade as one of the books to 
be discussed. 

The resource material also includes 
information on Fair Trade. Find out about 
Fair Trade products available in 
your community Invite repre- -^^% 

sentatives to share 





Partners in fission 



further information on Fair Trade. Write to 
Captain Elizabeth Nelson (elizabeth_nel- 
son@ban.salvationarmy.org), a Canadian 
officer serving in Bangladesh, to learn more 
about the Salvation Army projects to help 
women escape from human trafficking 
through Fair Trade opportunities. 

6. The $2 Challenge 

Millions of people in the world survive 
on less than $2 a day. Invite corps fam- 
ilies to take up the challenge to live on a 
budget of $2 a day per family member 
for one week. The money saved would 
be included in your Partners in Mission 
offering. Be sure to share the experiences 
and insights gained. 

7. Travelogue 

Invite someone who has returned from 
ministering overseas or someone who has 
recently returned from a short-term missions 
trip to share from his or her experiences. 

8. Living Simply 

Take time to re-assess your lifestyle. Most 
of us have "too much stuff." Sort through 
your closets and cupboards and hold a 
garage sale. Make it a corps event with 
various families participating. All money 
raised can go directly to the Partners in 
Mission Appeal. Seek the Lord's wisdom 
for other ways in which your life can reflect 
your concern for vulnerable people in the 
world. Why not have a topical Bible study 
series on stewardship? 

9. Rich/Poor Dinner 

Sell tickets for a corps dinner. Serve 
some guests a three-course meal and 
others a bologna sandwich and glass of 
water. Distribute the meals randomly as 
a means of demonstrating the inequality 
experienced by people living in different 
lands. Follow up with one of the Partners 
in Mission videos to create awareness of 
global poverty. 

10. Prayerfully Prepare for Your 
Corps' Partners in Mission 
Ingathering 

"Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give ... for God loves 
a cheerful giver" (2 Corinthians 9:7). 





Just $30 can provide a family with safe, clean water for life 



What Your Dollars Can Buy 

Most Canadians enjoy a comfortable life- 
style. We may complain of too few hours 
in a day or the price of food and gas, but 
we still have so much for which we can 
be thankful. The vast majority of the 
world's population work long hours for 
little pay spend hours each day walking 
to find water, have no choice in what they 
eat and live in substandard housing. 

The good news is that we can make 
a difference! Nelson Mandela said, "Like 
slavery and apartheid, poverty is not 
natural. It is man-made, and it can be 
overcome by the action of human beings." 
It only takes a few dollars to bring much 
needed hope. 

The exchange rate for one Canadian 
dollar is roughly 40 Indian rupees. A loaf 
of bread costs 10 rupees, 10 eggs cost 23 
rupees and one kilogram of various local 
vegetables costs 13 rupees. Think about 
it — one Canadian dollar could provide a 
family with food for a day. 

For the cost of a $5 movie rental, you 
could protect a child from malaria, the 
silent killer, through the purchase of a 
mosquito net. 

Literacy programs are always looking 
for ways to encourage continued reading. 



For the cost of coffee and doughnuts for 
two, a book could be bought for a small 
local library. A selection of 10 books 
would be $50. 

A $10 quarter-chicken dinner with 
choice of potatoes, roll and drink could 
buy a child a new school uniform and 
school supplies. 

The cost of a night for two at the 
movies, including refreshments, would 
provide a family with all they need to 
create a kitchen garden. This would help 
add variety to their meals, give them 
fresh produce to sell and offer a little 
independence. 

More than one billion people don't 
have access to clean, safe water. Just $30 
can provide a family with safe, clean water 
for life. 

Thirty-five dollars would ensure that 
a woman learning to read could get her 
eyesight tested for the first time and 
provide her with glasses if necessary. 

Quality name-brand running shoes 
($80) could provide a family with two 
goats, the beginnings of a small herd that 
will generate income through the sale of 
milk and meat. 

These are just a few ways your dollars 
can give hope today. 
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Hooked on a. 

Two teenagers offer words of adTj 
dating, relationships and love 



by Molly Woodford, Nanaimo, B.C., 
and Jasmine Lewis, Vernon, B.C. 

Why do teenagers date? 
Supposedly to find out 
what type of person they 
want to be with for the rest 
of their lives. While that may be true, with 
pop culture, bad environments and self- 
centred thinking, dating has really strayed 
from that point. Many teenagers today look 
for "love," but will setde for pretty much any- 
thing in the form of a relationship. They turn 
to their hormones instead of to God. Yet who 
else would have the best dating advice? 

Recently, a friend was relating her feel- 
ings of loneliness and how she wished she 
had a boyfriend just so she could cope. The 
conversation took a surprising turn as we 
discussed how just having a relationship 
was not as important as being part of a 
relationship that glorifies God, although 
this is actually a fairly common belief with 
girls and boys our age. The time between 
childhood and the point where we're offi- 
cially considered "adults," and expected to 
be regular contributing members of society, 
is not an easy one. It can be riddled with 
confusion over identity and feelings of 
inadequacy and loneliness. 

It's sad to think that so many young 
people make huge mistakes in their rela- 
tionships that really put a dent in their 
spirits, influence their future and impact 
their walk with God. We know these feel- 
ings are there and even recognize them in 
ourselves. Somehow, teenage girls often 
seek vaUdation through other people, as 
if who they are meant to be depends on 
the guy they are dating. As Christians, 
our identity is found in Jesus Christ, and 
who we are as individuals comes second 
to who we are as children of God. 

We wish there was a simple fix to the 
problem, but it's not that easy. There's no 
medicine you can take that suddenly gets 
rid of all the doubt, loneliness and tempta- 
tion. However, knowing Jesus' love plays 
a huge role. Not that you can simply tell 
a group of teenagers that Jesus loves them 
and then expect everything to suddenly be 
OK. But recognizing and embracing God's 
unconditional love can help young people 
get through the tough times. 
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How To Help 

Is someone you know experiencing teenage 
relationship issues? You can help them 
understand that God has more in store for 
them and guide them toward a brighter 
future. 

Here's some advice you could offer to 
young people who are going through rough 
times: 

• Encourage them to ask God, "Am I going 
too fast? Is this person helping me grow or 
bringing me a few steps down the ladder 
of life?" 

• Help them see the need to keep their 
heads and hearts open and listen for God's 
voice, knowing that his way is best. 

• Assure them that God will help them 
find the perfect person who brings out 
the best in them, even if it means waiting 
or being the only one without a date. 

• Tell them they don't need to feel pressured 
into making bad decisions, but that they 



Your Teens 

can decide for themselves what's best for 
their future, with God's help. 

• If things don't work out and they're 
involved in a breakup, encourage them 
to think of it not as the ending of an old 
relationship but the beginning of some- 
thing new. 

• If they're having a hard time getting over 
a boyfriend or girlfriend, help them focus 
on the future instead of the past — the 
good and not the bad. Suggest that per- 
haps God wants to make way for someone 
even better who can be exactly what they 
need. 

• Help them understand that they can use 
post-break-up time to reflect on who they 
are and what kind of person God wants 
them to be. Show them that they can use 
this time to strengthen their relationship 
with God by spending more time in prayer 
and listening to God's voice. 



Sacred Journey 



Giving Up or Taking On? 

The truth behind the Lenten discipline 

by Andrea Brown, Student, William and Catherine Booth College 



Nearly everyone knows the cli- 
ches concerning Lent. We are 
to "give up" something as a 
kind of vague penance. Often 
I have been asked, "What are you giving 
up for Lent this season?" to which I reply 
"I have no idea." 

What one thing in my life do I want to 
give up in order to further my relationship 
with Christ? Really I don't feel as though 
giving up one harmful habit or innocent 
indulgence will help me understand the 
significance of this specific event in my 
sacred journey. If I stop eating dessert for 
40 days, will I really be able to identify 
with the true meaning of this spiritual 
discipline known as Lent? Or is it possible 
that the season of Lent is about more than 
just giving up something, and is instead 
about taking something on? 

The purpose of Lent is two- 
fold. The 40 days are a time 
for a probing consideration of 
our human condition, includ- 
ing sin and its deadly conse- 
quences. They also help foster 
an intense consideration of the 
new possibilities offered to us 
in Christ and their implications 
for practical living. 



make their final, intensive preparation for 
baptism. It was to be a time of particular 
devotion and discipline, including prayer 
and fasting as recommended in various 
New Testament passages. Jesus' own prep- 
aration for ministry by fasting for 40 days 
in the desert influenced the idea of self- 
denial. Through the practice of going with- 
out, the individual can know what it is like 
to be with God in a new, intimate way — to 
hear his voice, to experience his presence 
without any earthly distractions. 

For each person, a different pattern of 
devotion and discipline will be appropriate 
during the Lenten season. But whatever 
that discipline looks like, it should be 
intentional and sustained, and should pro- 
ceed not from a sense of duty or obligation 
but from a sense of grateful devotion. 



Time-Honoured Practice 

The current experience of Lent 
in many churches begins with 
Ash Wednesday which often 
includes marking ashes on the 
forehead as a sign of our mor- 
tality The liturgy then moves 
methodically through five 
weeks of preparation, climax- 
ing on Palm Sunday. The bless- 
ing and procession of palms, 
the singing of hosannas and 
the Gospel proclamation of 
Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem all 
combine to create a brief festal interlude 
in the discipline of Lent. This same rite 
also intensihes our focus upon the suf- 
ferings and death of our Lord in the days 
of Holy Week. 

The 40-day Lenten period originated 
in the early centuries after Christ. It was 
based on the time allotted for converts to 
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of the Christian %!^p 
faith is our common ^^ 

participation in the life, suffering- %s 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 



A New Approach 

In the past, much was made of the idea of 
giving up something for Lent. At times it 
became a trivial, if harmless, pursuit — for 
example, abstaining from chocolate or from 
going to the movies. Maybe this was even 
practised with mixed motives — reducing 
sweets not for spiritual reasons but to shed 
some of the extra Christmas pounds. Yet 



this idea of deprivation doesn't encom- 
pass the fuller Lenten discipline — a self- 
examination that seeks greater conformity to 
the mind of Christ, but also more effective 
ministry on behalf of the world! 

How then do we fully encompass 
the Lenten discipline and engage in 
more effective ministry on behalf of the 
world? Rather than a season for giving up 
something, let us consider Lent as a season 
for taking something on. For instance, you 
could conduct weekly or bi-weekly visits 
with someone who is ill or confined to their 
home. You could add another Scripture 
passage to your daily devotions, pray while 
walking through your neighbourhood or 
increase your tithes and offerings for six 
weeks. At the heart of the Christian faith 
is our common participation in the life, 
suffering, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

You may be participating 
in this Lenten discipline more 
than you know! Growing up in 
The Salvation Army, I am more 
than familiar with the concept 
of self-denial, though I never 
understood it to the extent I do 
now. I remember giving some- 
thing up and putting the extra 
money in my offering envelope 
for Sunday school, knowing it 
would go to missionaries in 
faraway lands or other people 
in need. 

In recent years, the former 
Self-Denial Appeal has been 
renamed Partners in Mission. 
The same idea of sacrihcial giv- 
ing is present, but now we are 
linked to specific areas of the 
Army world, so that the focus 
is not just what we can offer 
to them, but what they in turn 
bring to us. 

Lent is a double journey — a journey 
together (and alone) toward the mystery 
of God's redemptive embrace in the death 
and resurrection of Christ. This Lenten 
season, don't just give something up for 
the sake of losing those 10 extra pounds. 
Instead, take something on for the better- 
ment of this world. © 
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How a surprise appointment turned into a welcome 
opportunity to minister to others in Jesus' name 

by Lt'Colonel Susan McMillan, Chief Secretary, South America West Territory 



Lt-Col Susan McMillan 



I Still recall the day in 2003 when 
I received a telephone call from 
Commissioner Israel L. Gaither, then 
Chief of the Staff at IHQ, telling me 1 
was being appointed to the South America 
West Territory — as chief secretary! What 
a surprise! 

Having served previously in 
Mexico, Central America and South 
America East, I already knew some- 
thing about the Army's work there, 
as it has an excellent reputation 
among the other Latin American 
territories. Not only was I humbled 
by the responsibility that was being 
thrust upon me, but I was also 
enthused about the opportunity 
to work in this part of the world. 
I live in Santiago, Chile, but 
my responsibilities extend to Peru, 
Bolivia and Ecuador. The Salvation 
Army here is committed to our 
mission. Officers and soldiers are 
ready to do whatever it takes to 
get people saved and to help those 
who find themselves in need. Our 
work is varied — from schools to 
clinics, children's homes to homes 
for the aged. The concept of inte- 
grated mission is well defined and 
well understood by both officers 
and soldiers, to the extent that we 
have very few appointments that 
can be classified as either "social" 
or "corps." Most have aspects of 
both. And, more importantly, they 
are involved in the communities in 
which they serve. Our officers serve 
on neighbourhood committees, our 
soldiers visit their neighbours, our young 
people are concerned about the youth of 
their communities who are being swept 
into gangs, drugs and crime. 

The greatest impression I have is that 
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people are proud to be Salvationists. They 
take seriously their commitment as sol- 
diers and ofhcers. And that is as it should 
be. I can honestly say that I have become 
prouder of The Salvation Army since com- 
ing here, and count it an honour to wear 
its uniform. 



God has given me a wonderful gift in 

bringing me to South America West. 

I pray that / can be faithful in 

representing him 



Azul Q'hocha, Bolivia (taken from 
the window of the corps building) 




Overcoming Obstacles 

There are challenges, of course. We operate 
in four countries, each with its own dis- 
tinct culture. In fact, within each country 
there are differences from region to region. 



We have every type of climate and geog- 
raphy on the planet within our territorial 
boundaries. 

1 have often said we have all of the 
"mosts" here — the most southerly corps, 
the highest corps above sea level, a corps 
in the middle of the driest desert in the 
world. We have it all! The length 
of our territory stretches from the 
equator to the South Pole. As you 
can imagine, this makes travel 
around the territory complicated, 
especially for congresses, camps 
and conferences. For one terri- 
torial women's ministries camp, 
the delegates from Ecuador spent 
five days travelling by bus to get 
there, and another five days to 
return home. 

We also have several lan- 
guage groups throughout the 
territory. Spanish is our work- 
ing language, but we also have 
areas where Quechua, Aymara 
and Quichua are spoken. Having 
been a translator myself for many 
years, it was a new experience 
for my words to be translated 
into these other languages. In 
Quichua, in order to translate, 
they need to describe the details 
of what you are saying, so the 
translation takes twice as long 
as the original Spanish. 

We have challenges related 
to instability in some of the 
countries, where governments 
come and go and poUcy chan- 
ges regularly. Our officers are 
exposed to violence in many sectors, as 
our corps and centres are located in the 
most difficult areas of the cities, and rightly 
so. Others are working in rural settings, 
where their day's work might include 



plowing a farmer's field (with 
a tractor donated by Canada), 
vaccinating farm animals and 
giving advice on greenhouse 
management. 

All in a Day's Work 

Our territory is situated along 
the Andes Mountains, so we 
are familiar with natural dis- 
asters. These include floods, 
earthquakes and sudden cold 
in the high areas. Our officers 
and soldiers are very experi- 
enced in disaster response. As 
in other territories. The Salvation Army is 
usually the first to arrive and the last to 
leave. This was never more true than in our 
response to the devastating earthquake that 
hit Peru last summer. When the quake hit 
on August 15, the divisional commander 
and divisional director of women's min- 
istries were out of the country, attending 
a conference in the United States. The 
divisional secretary for program had been 
promoted to Glory and buried only two 
days before, so any response was left to his 
widow, the divisional secretary for business 
administration. She immediately rallied 
her troops and went to the site of greatest 
destruction to assess the needs and begin 
serving the people. There was no thought 
of her own personal need at the time, only 




her devotion to duty. God bless Major 
Betzabe Pereira de Espinoza! 

For the most part, my own days are 
spent dealing with administrative matters 
at THQ. Our territorial Cabinet members 
are all competent in their roles, so my work 
mainly concerns communicating with 
International Headquarters on a variety 
of matters. However, I do also visit Army 



Right: Greeting the 
President of Chile, 
Michele Bachelet, during 
the annual Thanksgiving 
Service at the National 
Cathedral 
in Santiago 



Visiting corps in the farming 
community of Axul Q'hocha, 
Bolivia 



corps and centres around the 
territory. Each year, every div- 
ision receives a visit either from 
the territorial commander or 
the chief secretary. In 2007, I 
visited Peru, Southern Chile 
and Central Chile. This year I 
will visit the two divisions in 
Bolivia, as well as Ecuador and 
Northern Chile. I have made 
it a point to visit people and 
programs, rather than tour 
buildings. During my visits I 
have been so blessed by the 
people of this territory. Every 
time I see the enthusiastic worship, along 
with their respect for their culture and 
history and their zeal for evangelism, I 
am blessed again. 

God has given me a wonderful gift in 
bringing me to South America West. I only 
pray that I can be faithful in representing 
him here through the ministry to which 
he has called me. @ 
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When the monsoon rains began 
in early August 2007 it quickly 
became evident that they were 
much more severe than usual. 
The heavy rains soon resulted in flooding 
which forced many, particularly the poor, 
from their homes. Lack of clean water and 
sanitation brought with it the threat of 
sickness and disease, perhaps in epidemic 
proportions. As with all natural disasters, 
it was the poor who suffered the most, 
and the people most affected were isolated 
from those who wished to assist them. 
Bangladesh was no exception. 

When relief is considered, it 
must be the people on the ground 
who provide that relief. With that 
in mind, relief efforts are provided 
by agencies and NGOs who are 
already in place and ready to 
provide immediate assistance. 

Within hours of the flooding, 
Lt-Colonel Ethne Flintoff, The 
Salvation Army's officer command- 
ing for Bangladesh, filed a Rapid 
Response form with International 
Headquarters, outlining the 
immediate needs of the people The 
Salvation Army could assist and the 
cost associated with those efforts. 

Speaking on behalf of the Canada and 
Bermuda Territory, Commissioner William 
W Francis, territorial commander, issued 
this statement: "Last year, the international 
Salvation Army provided relief to almost 12 
million people globally We are compelled 
to do what we can to help the victims of 
the floods in Bangladesh." 

Historically, The Salvation Army 
began its work in Bangladesh as a reUef 
operation following a severe cyclone in 
1970. Currently, services are offered in 
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the Dots in 
Bangladesh 

The Salvation Army continues its 

vital work of emergency relief through 

your sacrificial giving 



by Brian Burditt, Director of World Missions, THQ Business Administration 



both Bengali and English. Ministry takes 
place through 27 corps, 14 schools, nine 
clinics and two HIV/AIDS counselling 
centres. Last August, assistance was again 
needed for those who had been displaced 
by the flooding. 

An added interest for The Salvation 
Army in Canada is that Canadian personnel 
have been serving in Bangladesh for several 
years. Captain Elizabeth Nelson was home 
on vacation when the flooding occurred. 
This allowed us to contact her quickly to 
gain a further understanding of the scope 
of relief efforts needed. 



Without Partners in Mission 

support^ The Salvation 

Army's work in Bangladesh 

would cease to exist 



On August 8, the Canada and 
Bermuda Territory committed $34,000 
US to help fund the relief efforts being 
undertaken by The Salvation Army in 
Bangladesh. Lt-Colonel Flintoff quickly 
established a team of officers and lay 
personnel. They organized a distribution 
network that ultimately helped 2,500 
families (approximately 12,000 people) 
in the Sirajganj District. Survival packs 
distributed to the families included rice, 
lentils, salt, oil, potatoes, sugar, bottled 
drinking water, water purification tablets. 



soap and water filters. 

The Salvation Army was able to assess 
the needs and mobilize to meet those needs 
immediately. During the time it took for the 
situation to return to normal, the Canada 
and Bermuda Territory was able to provide 
financial assistance to help the Army in 
Bangladesh to mobilize and implement a 
plan of assistance for those in such great 
need. 

When we engage in project work 

overseas, we invariably partner with our 

Salvation Army counterparts in the country 

where the project is being implemented. 

In Army terminology, these are 

called Grant Aided Territories — 

that is, they function as a result of 

monetary support from financially 

independent territories such as 

Canada and Bermuda. This funding 

in turn comes from the global 

Partners in Mission Appeal. 

Now it's time to connect the dots. 

Your support of Partners in Mission 

allows the international Salvation 

Army to fund its work in the Grant 

Aided Territories around the world. 

It is only due to this support that 

the Army in Bangladesh remains 

open and, if The Salvation Army did not 

exist in Bangladesh, we would have been 

unable to provide the relief work that 

we did. Ultimately, if Partners in Mission 

funds cannot keep pace with the needs of 

Grant Aided Territories, the work in those 

countries will cease to exist. 

Thank you for your continued support 
of our Partners in Mission Appeal. I pray that 
you will continue to give serious thought 
to how best you can support the ongoing 
work of The Salvation Army in countries 
where we are so badly needed. © 



Why Do We Walk This Way? 

Forty years after the formation of The Salvation Army's 

Social Issues Committee, can we find our way out of the ethical 

wilderness of the 21st century? You be the judge! 

by Justice Ken Pedlar, Kingston Citadel, Ont. 



It's a different world tlian it was 
40 years ago. In 1968, Lyndon B. 
Johnson was the American president 
and Pierre Elliot Trudeau had just 
taken over from Lester Pearson as our 
Canadian prime minister. Some people 
had colour television, but there was no 
remote to change the channel. Cellphones 
and e-mail didn't exist and no one had yet 
walked on the moon, though technology 
was rapidly beginning to make huge 
inroads into the way North Americans 
lived. 

Social change was moving at an 
even faster rate, and The Salvation 
Army, along with much of the Christian 
Church, found itself facing the challenge 
of responding to the often intertwined 
forces of technological and social change 
that were occurring at a blistering pace. 
Would we, or could we, keep up to these 
changes by responding at the speed of 
light, or would we be overtaken by the 
forces of darkness? 

Our territorial leadership responded 
that year by creating the Commission 
on Moral and Social Standards and 
Issues. It was a first in the Army world, 
bringing together officers and soldiers 
from various backgrounds to discuss 
the major social and ethical issues of the 
day They were to advise administration 
and give them an informed, thoughtful, 
biblically-based response to specific 
circumstances, as well as develop 
position statements on various moral 
or ethical issues. 

I had just graduated from law school 
and was given the privilege of joining 
these discussions. My life has been enriched 
beyond measure by sharing the opportunity 
to struggle with many complex issues with 
a varied and wonderful group of fellow 
Salvationists. Over the past 40 years I have 
learned much from the group's collective 
experience, wisdom and spiritual maturity 
It has been one of the most challenging, 
stimulating and satisfying ministies I have 
experienced in the Army. 

The name of the commission was 



eventually changed to the Council on 
Morals and Ethics and, after the Ethics 
Centre was established in 1994, it became 
known as the Social Issues Committee. The 
centre itself offers professional expertise 
and invaluable support and is unique in 
the Army world. 

Erom time to time the committee 
established groups across the territory 
to take the ethical pulse of the Army 
by discussing an issue before we made 
a recommendation to leadership. We 




also helped facilitate ethics conferences 
to engage Salvationists in various issues 
and stimulate further discussion and 
reflection. We developed a series of 
position statements on social issues and 
had them published and distributed widely 
Though not holding the same weight as 
our Salvation Army doctrines, they were 
intended both for Salvationists and the 
wider community, to give biblically-based 
reflections on significant social issues. 



The Ethics Centre has recently developed 
a series of small-group Bible studies on sev- 
eral of these position statements. After 40 
years, we feel we still need to engage many 
more Salvationists in this journey. You are 
urged to take advantage of this material, 
which is available online at Salvationist, 
ca/ethicscentre. Take the plunge! No one 
has all the answers, but mutual discussion 
and dialogue can be helpful. 

I recently picked up a brochure that 
advertised a series of discussions on social 
issues being held at a local church. It 
had a picture of Christ on the cross 
with the words: "He came to take away 
your sins, not your brain." Most people 
know Salvationists more as "doers" 
than "thinkers," despite the enormous 
wealth of intelligent, gifted and educated 
individuals in our ranks. We need to 
put an informed faith into action in 
a complicated world, guided by our 
understanding of Scripture. Particularly 
in the area of social services, where so 
many ethical issues are confronted on 
a daily basis, we have a great deal to 
contribute to the discussion, backed 
by the credibility that comes with our 
long history of practical experience. 
We recognize that there are many 
complicated questions, with few simple 
answers, and that the first step is often 
to fully understand the question if we 
are to give a meaningful response. 

The Social Issues Committee is 

indebted to Army leadership, past and 

present, for recognizing the value of 

bringing people together to share their 

expertise to help address current issues. 

Over the years, we have continued to 

review and update the position statements, 

also dealing with numerous other ethical 

issues. In the future we hope to further 

engage the broader Army community in 

the process of understanding why we, as 

Salvationists, walk this way. 

Get involved. Share the journey. Help 
us find the right path. 
For more injormation, visit Salvationist. ca/ 
ethicscentre 
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Suck It Up! 



When God requires difficult tasks, 
sometimes you've got to take a deep breatli and get on with it 



by Major Kathie Chiu 

Corps Officer and Executive Director of The Caring Place Ministries, Mountain View Community Church, Maple Ridge, B.C. 



B 



ut Mom, I don't want to," my 
son cried. 

I "You have to, Evan," I repeated. 
"But why? 1 can't. 1 don't want 
to," he whined again. 

I hate these conversations. They usu- 
ally end badly. As a parent, it's hard to be 
consistent and firm. It's so easy to just do 
it for our kids, to give in and help. But, in 
most cases, that's not a good strategy — for 
them or for us. 

"Evan, sometimes we have to do things 
even though they're hard," 1 told him. 
"We have to just take a big breath and 
give it our best, even when we feel like 
we can't do it." 

What's with our culture these days, 
anyway? Our kids see the bad behaviour of 
pampered and spoiled celebrities. They're 
exposed to rock singers that promote a 
rebellious attitude and athletes with a sense 
of entitlement. Our society sends the mes- 
sage to our children that if it's not fun they 
shouldn't have to do it. Responsibility isn't 
a cool thing. What's a parent to do? 

I know how Evan feels. At the end of 
a long day I'm usually rushing to pick 
up the kids. Do I want to turn around 
and drive them to taekwondol No. Often 
I have to say out loud to myself, "Suck it 
up. Just get it done." Hopefully, no one 
is listening. 

Suck it up. Where did that expres- 
sion come from? When I Googled 
it, I found this definition: "To cope 
with something unpleasant with- 
out complaining, usually because 
you have no choice." Upon further 
investigation I found that it comes 
from military slang. It has something 
to do with vomit. Yuck. I can just pic- 
ture a drill sergeant telling a private to "Suck 
in that belly" or "Suck it up, soldier — ^we 
still have 10 kilometres to go." 

Graham Hookey, in his parenting col- 
umn in Maple Ridge News, writes, "I have 
used the term 'suck it up' often as a parent. 
I have been around long enough to know 
that there are excuses every day not to do 
your best and there are plenty of reasons 
for any of us to give up." 
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Our kids see the bad behaviour of 
pampered and spoiled celebrities 
. . . Responsibility isn't a cool thing 



Sometimes you need to take a deep 
breath and tackle that overwhelming task. 
Put your best foot forward. 

The Bible is full of examples of God 
asking people to do tough things. Some 
went willingly, like Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. When the angel told her that she 
would bear the Son of God, she replied, 
"May it be to me according to your word" 
(see Luke 1 :38). 1 doubt I would have been 



so eager. My reaction would be similar to 
that of Moses (see Exodus 3:11): "Why 
me. Lord? I'm just a nobody! I can't do 
that! Why don't you ask someone who is 
actually qualified for that job?" Or Jonah, 
who refused God outright and ran in the 
other direction (see Jonah 1:3). The best 
example of fortitude we have is Jesus, who 
cried out in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
"My Eather, if it is possible, may this cup 
be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but 
as you will" (Matthew 26:39). 

"But Mom, how can 1 do it?" Evan asked. 

"Well, sometimes we just can't," I 
answered. "But if we ask God for help, he 
promises to give us strength." 

"Really?" Evan asked. 

"Yep. It says so in the Bible," I answered. 

It's hard to tell ourselves that. We say 
it to our children, but the best thing to do 
is demonstrate it. How often do we let our 
children see us praying for help? How much 
do we let our children know about our 
own difficulties? At the appropriate age, 
children can learn from us if we're open 
and honest about our own struggles. 

When my husband and 1 were pre- 
paring for training college, life was get- 
ting hectic and I was stressed out. One 
day I was venting, wondering what on 
earth I'd been thinking when I decided 
to follow God's call. My eight-year-old 
daughter, Sarah, confronted me. 
"Don't you want to go to training 
college. Mom?" 

"No, actually," I said. "Right 
now I don't want to go." 

"Then why are you going?" she 

replied with surprise in her voice. 

"Because God has asked me to. 

Though sometimes I don't feel like it, 

obeying God is more important. Sometimes 

there are things we just don't want to do 

but we have to. This is one of those times." 

It was the perfect opportunity for a 
life lesson. 

"Guess what. Mom?" asked Evan, the 
day after our first conversation. "I did it! 
I asked God and he helped me!" 

"Evan, I'm so proud of you," I said, 
"Let's pray right now and thank him." © 
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As 1 See It 




It all started with an e-mail 
message. A Christian med- 
ical charity was asking if 
they could work with The 
Salvation Army to channel a 
gift of containers full of medical 
equipment to Salvation Army 
medical centres in Zimbabwe. 
Because of some personal con- 
nections, one of the preferred 
recipients was the Howard 
Hospital, where Captain 
(Dr.) Paul Thistle is the chief 
medical officer. However, as I 
talked to the directors of the 
charity, we determined that we 
should also try to route some 
of the material to Major (Dr.) 
Dawn Howse at Tshelanyemba 
Hospital, also in Zimbabwe. 

From my office and home 
I attempted to contact Paul 
and Dawn individually. I 
didn't realize at first how this 
would become a much larger 
adventure. It was a struggle 
just to deal with rural isola- 
tion, time zone differences, 
incorrect e-mail addresses and 
the unreliability of electrical 
and telephone services. It's not 
easy contacting people halfway 
around the world. 

Finally, after about a week, 
I came home one night to hear 
Paul Thistle's voice on our 
answering machine. But how 
to get hold of Dawn? That led 
me to call a friend in Montreal 
who had been to Tshelanyemba 
Hospital with a mission team 
from St. John's Temple, N.L., 
last summer. When he was 
in St. John's on business he 
attended the corps and spoke 
to his friends. They gave him 
a contact at divisional head- 
quarters in Zimbabwe who 
eventually put me in touch 
with Dawn. 

From there, we were able 
to move on to the logistics of 



www. grace 

How one project initiated by a medical mission charity 
helped create a worlcJwide web of support 

Colonel Glen Shepherd, Chief Secretary 



sending material. To send a 
container by air from Canada 
to Harare costs approximately 
$10,000. Once we get the 
material that far, there's the 
cost of local transport from 
the port of entry to the hos- 
pital and the cost of customs 
clearance. 

The more I worked at it, 
the more I became amazed by 
the complexities of it all. As I 



write, we are still working on 
this project. 

I am staggered by the chal- 
lenges facing our reinforcement 
personnel. The constant logis- 
tical pressure on Dawn and 
Paul fills me with respect for 
the daily courage and com- 
mitment they show as they go 
about their work. And they 
do it in response to a personal 
conviction that they are serving 




The constant pressure on our 

reinforcen^ent personnel fills nae with 

respect for the daily courage and 

commitment they show 




where God wants them at this 
moment. 

I am also touched by the 
complexity of mission sup- 
port. This one project touches 
a medical mission charity, a 
mission team of Salvationists 
from St. John's Temple, the 
global missions group at THQ, 
world services donors drawn 
from the general public and 
the Army's commitment to our 
international ministry through 
giving to Partners in Mission — 
all to create a worldwide web 
of grace. 

Over the next few months = 
you will hear a lot about 5^ 
Partners in Mission — our ^ 
annual self-denial appeal — as q 
the territory seeks to raise § 
$2,150,000 to support the over- ^ 
seas evangelical work of The '^ 
Salvation Army. Undeniably, !i 
through geographic distance, S. 
there exists a great gulf in liv- 
ing and working conditions 
that separates our daily lives 
from those in other parts of 
the world. Perhaps this makes 
it difficult to comprehend how 
vital our Partners in Mission 
support is to the Army's world- 
wide mission. 

We in the western world 
are so privileged. The marginal 
impact of our self-denial giving 
on our own living standard 
may well be negligible. Yet the 
impact in the receiving coun- 
tries is life-saving. My guess 
is that Partners in Mission is c 
the single biggest economic .e 
multiplier in the world. It's ^ 
humbling to think that our ^ 
gifts are part of it. % | 

The editorial department i 
thanks Colonel Shepherd for I 
his regular contributions to | 
Salvationist and wishes him and q 
his wife well as they retire from 
active service. 
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Faithful Servants Enter Retirement 

Majors Garland and Anne 
Foote retired December 1, 
2007, following a lifetime of 
service throughout Canada. 
Commissioned as a member 
of the Witnesses to the Faith 
Session in 1967, Anne served as 
a single officer in various corps 
and social services appoint- 
ments. In 1975, she married 
Garland, who at the time was 
serving as an envoy in Liverpool, 

N.S. Following his commissioning two years later as a member 
of the Companions of the Faith Session, they held corps appoint- 
ments in Flin Flon, Man., Summerford, Bayview and Comfort Cove/ 
Newstead, N.L., Spryfield, N.S., and WestToronto. In 2003, Garland 
and Anne were appointed as chaplains to the Maxwell Meighen 
Centre, Toronto. As they enter retirement, they look forward to new 
ministry opportunities. 



RECOGNITION AND ENROLMENT 

Corps Families Strengthened 




Local Leadership Recognized 



GRAND FALLS- 
WINDSOR, N.L.— New 
CCMS Melva Thorne 
receives her commission 
from Cpts Morris and 
Wanda Vincent, COs, 
Grand Falls Citadel 
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MEADOW LAKE, 
SASK.— CT Leatha 
King retires following 
more than 45 years 
of dedicated service. 
Mjrs Peter and Karen 
Eason, COs, are shown 
presenting her retire- 
ment gift 




Founded in 1935 
by Rev Maynard James, 

The Flame 

is a quarterly holiness 

magazine in theWesleyan 

tradition (Editor: Major 

Norman Armistead) 

To subscribe, 
send$l3(CDN)to: 

Carol Manley, 
Subscription Secretary 

59 Parkstone Ave. 

Bridgwater, Somerset, 

United Kingdom TA6 6DN 




HALIFAX — New adherents are welcomed at Spryfield CC. Front row, 
from left, Marie Hallett, Judy Arsenault, Gerarda McPherson, Elsie 
Higgins. Middle row, from left, Cpt Michelle Mercer, CO; Judy Clarke; 
Debbie Hallett; Charlotte Charlton; MichelleWebb. Back row, from left, 
Annette Frost; Wendy Hackett; Ed Dignard; Vince Hackett; Cpt Jim 
Mercer, CO; Gary Hallett. Cpt Jim Mercer writes: "For the past five years, 
we have adopted an integrated model for reaching people for Christ by 
going where the people are. Through our Cornerstone Family Centre 
and partnerships with local service providers, we have connected with 
people by providing community dinners at a nearby school, a Saturday 
morning breakfastfor children and numerous other ministries. Recently 
we have also begun reaching out to new immigrants. The new adherents 
represent some of the fruit of all these labours, with only one having 
any previous Salvation Army affiliation. All have made commitments 
to Christ — seven within the past year" 




YELLOWKNIFE — New members are welcomed by Cpt Derek Pluchinski, 
CO, and Cpt Jo Sobool, associate executive director, Yellowknife Resource 
Centre. Front row, from left, Rudolf Mouthaan, Andrea Hamilton, Charmaine 
Wannecke, Sharon Nelson, Classie Gillard. Back row, from left, Pim Mouthaan, 
Leona Callahan, Lucy Gillard, Anne Wilson, Julie Benreddad 



The Salvation Army Canada and Bermuda 

SymRpsi urn 2008 



October 30 - November 2 



Salvationists continue to engage in conversation to discover God's 
design for a mission-driven Salvation Army. Watch for further details 
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FORT ERIE, Ont— Born in Bristol, England, in 1921, 
Frederick Ward first came to Canada with his family in 
1922, where he attended Brock Avenue and Scarlet Plains 
Corps inToronto.When the family returned to England, 
the Kingswood Corps in Bristol became an important 
influence in Fred's life. There he learned to play the 
cornet and married his first wife, Phyllis. Returning to 
Canada, Fred was a bandsman and songster at NorthToronto Citadel. 
After Phyllis passed away, he married Captain Irene Davis and they 
eventually moved to Fort Erie. Fred loved to play his cornet and his one 
desire was to serve God through his music. He blessed many people 
with his playing at seniors' homes, in churches, as part of the Fort Erie 
Legion Band and wherever he was asked. He is survived by wife, Irene; 
daughter, Janet (Jean); granddaughter, Jennifer (Michael); grandson, 
James, two great-grandsons; nieces, nephews and extended family. 

WINNIPEG — The daughter of Armenian refugees, 
Suzanne Hodder (nee Shushanig Chahbalian) 

was born in Varna, Bulgaria, in 1923. When the family 
moved to Marseille, France, she was introduced toThe 
Salvation Army, where the plight of her own family and 
other refugees influenced her decision to become an 
officer. During training in Paris, she met her future 
husband, Albert, a Salvationist from England. Together, 
they shared a joint ministry in France and England before coming to 
Canada in 1968to minister in Quebec. In 1972, they leftthe Army to join 
another church, but Suzanne never ceased to be a Salvationist at heart. 
Women, children and refugees continued to be the focus of her ministry, 
particularly during three short periods she spent in N'djamena, Chad, 
in 1992 and 1993, and in Kinshasa, Republic of Congo, in 1994. Suzanne 
is survived by husband, Albert; son, Philippe; daughters Cathy (Terry), 
Grace (Manfred), Ruth (Guenter), Anne (Douglas) and Blanche; nine 
grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. 



NOTE: When submitting pictures with tributes or news reports, they should 
be sent as photographs to be scanned or e-maiLed to saLvationist@can. 
saLvationarmy.org as digital images with a resolution of at Least 300 dpi. Send 
images as JPEG or TIFF attachments and avoid including images embedded in 
Word documents or within e-mail messages. Do not send printouts of digital 
pictures as these cannot be used. We require the original computer file for 
processing in order to make your photographs look their best. 





SASKATOON— Born in Battrum, Sask., in 1914, Brigadier 
Ethel Kollin became a Christian as a young adult and 
was soon introduced toThe Salvation Army where she 
responded to the call for full-time service. Entering 
training college from the Swift Current Corps, she was 
commissioned in 1941 as a member of the Crusaders 
Session. Following training as a nurse at the Winnipeg 
Grace Hospital and further studies at the University of Toronto, most 
of Ethel's officership was spent in nursing education and administra- 
tion where her strength of character, quiet wisdom, gentle humour 
and compassion enriched the lives of all who came under her ministry. 
Following retirement in 1975, Ethel settled in Saskatoon where young 
and old alike were attracted to the sweet spirit of Christ that lived 
within her. She is missed by sisters Alice (August) Schmidt and Eunice 
Wallace; brother, Myron (Cora); nieces, nephews and many friends from 
SaskatoonTemple. 
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celebrating 50 years of service at -^ 
Lawrence and Warden Avenues on 

APRIL 4-6, 2008 

Special Guests for this occasion wiii be former Corps Officers 

Commissioners Max and Lenora Feener 

Former Scarborough Corps Officers 

• Bandsmen • Songsters • Friends, please join us in celebration. 

Further details will be available on our Corps Website. 

Contact us by e-mail at Scarborough_citadel@yahoo.ca 

or by mail at 

2021 LAWRENCE AVENUE EAST, SCARBOROUGH, ON MIR 2Z2 



GAZETTE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Change in designation 

Tanzania Command to becomeTanzaniaTty 
Promotions to commissioner 

Cols Horst/Helga Charlet (TC andTPWM, 
Germany and LithuaniaTty), Cols David/ 
Grace Bringans (TC andTPWM, Singapore, 
Malaysia and MyanmarTty), Col Andrew Kalai, 
TC, Papua New GuineaTty 
Promotions to It-colonel 
Mjrs Graham/Kirsten Owen (CS and territorial 
secretary for program, DenmarkTty), Mjrs Zoilo/ 
Magali Pardo (CS andTSWM, Latin America 
NorthTty), Mjrs Josue/Ruth Cerezo (CS and 
TSWM, MexicoTty) 
Appointments/promotions 
Lt-Cols Hezekiel/Mirriam Mavundla,TC and 
TPWM,TanzaniaTty, with rank of colonel; Mjrs 
Benjamin/Grace Mnyampi, CS andTSWM, 
TanzaniaTty, with rank of It-colonel; Lt-Cols 
Robert/Marguerite Ward, TC and TPWM, 
PakistanTty, with rank of colonel 



TERRITORIAL 

Promotion to major 

Cpt Hedley Bungay 
Appointments 

Mjrs Ron/Toni Cartmell, ACs, South, Prairie 
Div; Mjr Melva Elliott, divisional co-ordinator 
of hospital chaplaincy, N.L. E Div; Mjr Judy 
Regamey, AC, Sask. Central, Prairie Div; Mjr 
AnneVenables, DSBA, B.C. Div; Mjr Brian 
Venables, DSPRD, B.C. Div; Mjrs Fred/Wendy 
Waters, ACs, North, Prairie Div 
Reinforcement personnel 
Mjr Wendy Johnstone, territorial secretary for 
program. South America EastTty (effective 
Feb 14); Mjr Heather Randell, training prin- 
cipal, Angola Region, Congo (Kinshasa) and 
AngolaTty; Cols Robert/Marguerite Ward, TC 
andTPWM, Pakistan 
Reinforcement addresses 
Mjr Heather Randell, Exercito de Salvacao, 
Caixa Postal 1656-C, Luanda, Angola; Cols 
Robert/Marguerite Ward, PO Box 242, Lahore 
54000, Pakistan; Mjrs Ariel/Joelle Westphal, 6 
Rue de Pont-a-Mousson, 5700 Metz, France 



Retirements 

Mjrs Larry/Marlene Jones, out of Bracebridge, 
Ont. Last appointments: executive director and 
chaplain, Ottawa Grace Manor, Ont. CE Div 
Retirement addresses 
Mjrs Larry/Marlene Jones, PO Box 146, Big Cedar 
Estates, RR 2, Hawkestone ON LOL 1T0 

CALENDAR 

Commissioners William and Marilyn Francis 

Feb 1-3 CSB retreat, J PCC; Feb 7-8 church lead- 
ers' retreat, Mississauga, Ont; Feb 12-15 officers' 
councils, Alabama-Louisiana-Mississippi Div, 
U.S.A. SouthernTty; Feb 24-Mar 2 International 
Doctrine Council, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.* 
*ComrWilliam Francis only 
Colonels Glen and Eleanor Shepherd 
Feb 3 St. Catharines, Ont.; Feb 5-8 divisional 
retreat, N.L. W Div; Feb 10 Richmond Hill CC, 
Ont; Feb 15-18Triton, N.L. 
General and Mrs. Bramwell H.Tillsley (Rtd) 
Feb 8-12, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. WesternTty 
Canadian Staff Band 
Feb 1-3 retreat, JPCC; Mar 20-24 Mexico 
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Despite our differences 
and our subconscious 

need to categorize 
people, we can all find 
a place in God's family 



by Rochelle McAlister, Territorial HIV/AIDS 
CO'Ordinator, Zimbabwe Territory 




Imagine you're black, and you're walking down the street in 
Toronto when someone walks right up to you, shouts "Black 
person!" to your face and then keeps walking. Strange? 
Racist? You think it would never happen? 
My husband, John, and I have lived in Harare, Zimbabwe, for 
18 months now Although we have been a bit lax in our studying, 
we have managed to learn some of the local language. One of the 
hrst Shona words we learned when we moved to Zimbabwe was 
murungu — it means "white person" or "British person" or some- 
times just "boss." We hear this word a lot. In downtown Harare, 
I have people walk right up to my face and shout "Murungu!" 
before they keep walking on. Talk about stating the obvious! 
Whenever we go to the rural areas, hordes of children will yell 
out "Murungu! Murungu!" as we drive or 
walk by. Often 1 will overhear murungu 
interspersed in a conversation that is hap- 
pening close to me. 

I can safely say that I hate being called 
murungu. I don't mind it when kids use 
the word — it is often followed by peals 
of laughter and said in innocence. But 
it's different when I hear it from adults — 
especially adults that I know and consider 
friends. 

Part of the Family 

One of the biggest delights about moving 
to Zimbabwe has been becoming part of 
a huge, extended family. From the day I 
moved here, people started calling me 
mwanangu, which means "my child." John 
is everyone's mukuasha ("son-in-law") and 
he has more mothers-in-law than he ever 
thought possible! 

It has been wonderful to be welcomed 
into our Zimbawean family by a whole host 
of mothers, fathers, grandmothers, aunts 
and uncles. Being called mwanangu makes 
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me feel that I belong, that I have a family, that I am accepted 
and loved. I love when people say "You are one of us," because 
that is what we came to Zimbabwe for — to share life, to belong, 
to be one. 

Yet there is always the lingering murungu accusation that 
makes us feel like outsiders. Mwanangu says "You are ours. You 
are one of us." It includes. But when someone says murungu it is 
a reminder that we are separate, different, other. It excludes. That 
may not be the intention. But it's how it comes across. Whether 
consciously or subconsciously, the classihcation of "in" and "out" 
happens because of the language that we choose. 

I don't think people usually say murungu with mahce. It is 
just an identifying term that states an obvious fact. I am indeed 




a white person. I cannot tell you, however, the pain of hearing 
a friend — someone I trust and share my heart with — referring 
to me in conversation simply as murungu — "white person." Not 
Rochelle. Not friend. Not sister. Not daughter. Not human being. 
Just "white person." Just different from us. It is painful and feels 
like betrayal. Yet how many times have I done the exact same 
thing? How many times have I referred to my friends as "non- 
Christian" or "Chinese families" or "newcomers to Canada" or 
"from broken homes" or "homeless" or any other classification 
that lumps people together discriminately in categories that I 
have chosen? 

All God's Children 

Moving to Zimbabwe has made me much more aware of the 
power of labels we put on other people: immigrant, woman, 
refugee, victim, friend, brother, Canadian, non-Christian, sinner, 
dysfunctional, homosexual. We likely use these words to state 
the obvious and to provide clarity for ourselves and others. But 
by using the labels, we are categorizing people for ourselves and 
them — letting them know whether or not they are included or 
excluded. 

As Christians, we believe that we are all God's children, and 
therefore brothers and sisters. The words we use, however, often 
belie this truth. We want our churches to be open and welcom- 
ing to "non-Christians" or "non-believers." As The Salvation 
Army, we have a special interest in helping the "poor" or the 
"marginalized." Yet through these words — said aloud or just in 
our minds — we are placing ourselves apart from them — those 
to whom we minister, to whom we reach out, who are somehow 
different from us. 

Perhaps part of our labelling comes from a reaction to the 
rejection we feel from the world. When we get saved, we are 
a new creation, and that often translates into rejection from 
the world — particularly in a secular society like Canada. As 
Christians, we are often labeled "crazy," "fanatical," "bigoted," 
"intolerant," "unintelligent" or other disparaging terms. Perhaps 
this makes us more inclined to use our own labels of "sinner," 
"non-Christian," "worldly" or "un-churched"on others. Perhaps 
our labels on the "needy," "victims" or "poor" come from a need 
somewhere within us to separate ourselves from the horrible 
thought that, apart from grace or luck, we could have ended up 
in their circumstances. 

A few years ago my Salvation Army workplace got free tickets 
to a Thanksgiving dinner at a fine dining restaurant. I went 
with several of the clients I worked with, and was completely 
mortified at the speeches that were given. Various speakers got 
up and thanked people for their generous contributions to this 
dinner for the homeless, the needy, the hopeless. It may have been 
good for public relations. But it was terrible for the self-worth 
of those of us who were meant to enjoy a nice meal but instead 
had negative labels stuck on us. 

How often does this happen in our corps or social institutions? 
How often do we sacrifice people's dignity for public funding, or 
for the ease of using words we are familiar with and the excuse 
that "political correctness has gone too far"? 

We have a subconscious need to categorize people, and the 
world will always find ways to divide us into "us" and "them." 
But God has called us to the royal "we," a huge "us" — a family 
of God that does not ignore our differences but unites us all in 
spite of them. We are all mwanangu — children of God. Let's not 
allow labels to keep us from embracing one another as brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 
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Theology of Ecology 

I was greatly encouraged by your October issue of Salvationist. The crazy 
thing is that our official position statements on the environment (at 
least the ones from the United States, Canada, Australia and especially 
New Zealand) are in close alignment with creation care and are even 
somewhat progressive, venturing into eco-justice issues. It seems we 
already have a "theology of ecology" in theory but not in practice. 
Consider Booth's quote from In Darkest England and the Way Out, 
cited in "The Greening of the Army" (October issue): "A whole book 
might be written concerning the utilization of the waste of London. 
But I am not going to write one. I hope before long to do something 
much better than write a book, namely, to establish an organization 
to utilize the waste, and then if I describe what is being done it will be 
much better than by now explaining what I propose to do." If there 
were ever a person who would disapprove of the Army having a well- 




written position statement on a topic that it did not practically live 
out, it would be the Founder himself. 

Amber Medin, New York 

Discipleship and Spiritual Growth 

I thoroughly enjoyed "Priestly Pastors" by Major Geoff Ryan in your November 
Sacred Cow issue. As Christians, we can get so busy with activities at 
work, at home and at church that we often neglect to focus on what 
is truly important. Too many of us only attend Sunday worship or group 
Bible studies and seem to get stuck at this level. We need to re-emphasize 
discipleship, which can often be done best by mentoring. New believers 
can learn a lot from more mature Christians who can help them in their 
personal spiritual growth. If every Christian would take a genuine interest 
in at least one other person, what a difference it would make. 

Ed Hoyer, Editor, Foi & Vie, Montreal 

Attending One Church 

What a fantastic idea to have questions answered by Colonel Eleanor 
Shepherd in Salvationist. In the November issue, I thought she was 
particularly insightful and very clear as to why attending one church 
is so important. Thank you for this great feature. 

Denee Stokes, Cobourg, Ont. 

Colonel Eleanor Shepherd's response to the question about attending 
different churches (Spiritual Life, November issue) helped me in a recent 
situation at our corps. Some members of our congregation had begun 
visiting another church on Sunday nights and stopped attending our 
prayer meeting. There were feelings of abandonment and some confu- 
sion because it wasn't clear why they were going. In our conversation, 
I brought up Colonel Shepherd's family metaphor and referred them 
to her response. The way in which she answered with wisdom and 
grace, not legalism and judgment, was much appreciated. Thanks for 
including this in Salvationist. Name Withheld 
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Salvation Army spirit is alive and well in Germany 

by Cadet Peter Lublink, Col lege for Officer Training 



I can still remember the day I took my 
little blue hammer and began chip- 
ping away small pieces of concrete 
from the Berlin Wall. It was October 
1990, only three days after the reunifica- 
tion of Germany. For so many years the 
wall had stood as a symbol of power and 
oppression, insurmountable by even the 
most skilled of escapees. Yet there I was 
as a young child with hammer in hand 
taking out one small part of it. 

While I had spent most of my life 
to this point in West Germany, it wasn't 
until I visited East Germany following 
the collapse of the Berlin Wall that I truly 
began to appreciate the difficulties faced 



cent unemployment rate that exists in 
their area. 

Operating with meagre resources, the 
Army in Leipzig has renovated an old com- 
munist pre-school building, converting 
it into a ministry centre 
that is impacting the com- 
munity It now houses the 
officers' quarters, a corps, 
thrift store and confer- 
ence centre, along with 
a woodworking shop for 
teenagers, a youth cafe, a 
prayer room and much 
more. It also serves as the 
command centre for other 



while imprisoned by the Americans during 
the Second World War. Now married for 
67 years, he is a model for the younger 
generation in both his Christian walk and 
his family life. 



Salvation Army soldiers in Germany 

embody the spirit ofSalvationism that saw 

our Army grow in its early days 



by people who lived on the other side. In 
that first visit I remember seeing the spools 
of barbed wire, guard towers, abandoned 
buildings, military checkpoints and the 
hundreds of soldiers who were still a major 
presence in the city. 

Last summer, as I returned to Germany 
with my wife, Alison, I was struck with a 
new sense of hope for the country's present 
and future as a strong and free nation. Most 
moving was the testimony and experience 
of German Salvationists, who were minis- 
tering with vigour, hope and the true spirit 
of Salvationism — something we often only 
read about in our history books. 

A striking example of this was the week 
we spent sharing ministry with Majors 
Ross and Jo-Anne Brown, Australian 
officers serving in Leipzig, just south of 
Berlin. They are true soldiers of the cross 
as they toil to see people come into new 
and vibrant relationships with God. Even 
during our brief visit, they were brain- 
storming ways of combatting the 20 per- 



Cdts Peter and 
old Berlin Wall 



ministries that take place 
around the city, includ- 
ing a housing complex for 
refugees who are mostly 
from Muslim countries. 
Each ministry is designed 
to break down old barriers 
that have dominated the 
culture for so long. 

The people we met 
were a testimony to God's 
grace. We met young 
people who had come 
through the youth cafe and were so on 
fire for God that they were holding regu- 
lar Bible studies and prayer meetings in 
their own apartments. We attended one 
such gathering and, despite the language 
barrier, were blessed beyond words. The 
conviction and zeal evident in these new 
Christians was uplifting. 

We were also struck by the cheerful 
spirit and humour of an older Christian 
gentleman who had learned broken English 




Alison Lublink stand outside fragments of the 
in Potsdamer Platz 



Young and old. Salvation Army sol- 
diers in Germany embody the spirit of 
Salvationism that saw our Army grow in its 
early days. Returning after 15 years to the 
former East Germany, I was impressed with 
the rebuilding of the city after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. But the rebuilding of lives in 
Leipzig was an even more stunning feat. It 
was nothing short of a miracle — a miracle 
in which The Salvation Army continues 
to play a privileged part. 
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Spiritual Life 




Colonel Eleanor 

Shepherd answers 

your questions 



Finding God in the Midst 
of Trouble 

I have often heard that God 
wraps his gifts to people in 
the form of trouble. Is that 
true? If we can't unwrap 
this gift properly, will this 
drag us away from God? 

To convince ourselves that 
trouble or difficulty is a gift 
from a loving God does not 
make sense. I do not believe it 
is a gift. Nevertheless, I have 
learned that God uses troubles 
and trials to give me other good 



things, like the assurance that 
he loves me and cares for me. 
Using our difficulties, he can 
show us his grace. I like your 
idea of unwrapping the gift. We 
need to take the time to think 
through the implications of our 
difficulties and how they impact 
our relationship with God. You 
are correct in stating that if we 
do not do that, we could easily 
turn away from him at the very 
time we need him most. That 
is why we should nurture our 
relationship with God when 
things are going well, before we 



encounter trouble. Then we will 
be open to receive his comfort 
when we face hardships and 
be able to go forward in the 
confidence that he is with us. 
I do know that in the midst of 
our trouble we will find the gift 
of his love. I pray that will be 
your experience. 

Send your questions to Colonel 
Eleanor Shepherd, spiritual 
life and prayer co-ordinator at 
eleanor_shepherd@can. salva- 
tionarmy.org or 2 Overlea Blvd, 
Toronto ON Mm 1P4. 



prayerfonel 

Prayer Diary 2008 



30 



February 1-2 

Focus on Divisional Officers' Retreats 

1 Pray that the divisional retreats will renew 
and strengthen the faith of officers as they 
meet together 

2 Pray that the spiritual enrichment officers 
receive will be multiplied as they return and 
share with others with whom they work and 
serve 

February 3-9 

Living the Vision: We envision a multicultural 
Salvation Army 

3 Pray that we will learn to break down walls 
that separate us and bridge gaps created by 
our cultural differences 

4 Pray that we will create communities 
that nurture the understanding of one 
another and help us respect and value each 
individual's uniqueness 

5 Thank God for the variety of ethnic 
representation that is seen in Salvationists 
throughout the territory 

6 Pray that our ministry units will become 
intentionally inclusive of all who dwell in 
their communities 

7 Pray that the various people groups within 
our territory will have full participation in 
all Army activities 

8 Pray that we will learn about our cultural 
self-awareness and prejudice 

9 Pray that we will be bold in exploring 
cultures other than our own by daring to 
experience some of the riches they offer 

February 10-16 

Focus on Lent 

10 Thank God for the 40 days before Easter 
that permit us to experience a significant 
time of spiritual self-examination 
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11 As you reflect on your life, pray that any sin 
you may be harbouring will be turned over 
to God for his forgiveness 

12 Thank God for the opportunity to make a 
prayerful act of denying yourself something 
in order to give to the Army's international 
work 

1 3 Pray that any strained relationships you may 
have will be reconciled 

14 Pray that, through the forgiveness and 
acceptance Jesus demonstrated on the cross, 
you will find your life renewed 

15 Pray the prayer of peace attributed to St. 
Francis of Assisi and attempt to live by it 
(see below) 

16 Pray that God's people would have a 
rekindled desire for obedience to the law 
of love 

February 17-23 

Focus on Ontario Central-East Division 

17 Pray for renewed excitement, expansion 
and energy in Sunday schools and children's 
ministries 

18 Pray for a real sense of Kingdom urgency 
and a passion for souls throughout the 
division 

1 9 Pray for the development of strong. Spirit- 
filled, visionary leadership in each ministry 
unit 

20 Pray for a definite call to officership among 
young adults 

21 Pray for the timely completion of the 
new Harbour Light building in downtown 
Toronto 

22 Pray for a strong desire to move beyond the 
walls of our corps buildings to significantly 
impact the surrounding neighbourhoods 

23 Pray for a God-glorifying 2008 Thanksgiving 
Congress that will inspire Salvationists and 
help foster unity of mission 



February 24-29 

Focus on the International Salvation Army: 
Brazil Territory 

24 Pray for the critical financial situation of 
the territory and the success of fundraising 
efforts 

25 Pray for the development of work on many 
levels aimed at the prevention of human 
trafficking and sexual exploitation 

26 Pray for the continual development of solid 
local leadership in corps 

27 Pray for the new cadets who entered training 
this month and for candidates preparing for 
the next sessions 

28 Pray that the hundreds of children and 
young people in the Army's various social 
and educational programs will find a new 
and better life with Christ 

29 Pray for strength and protection, both 
physical and spiritual, for officers and lay 
people serving in difficult and violent 
surroundings 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, pardon. 

Where there is doubt, faith. 

Where there is despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, light. 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 

seek to be consoled as to console. 

To be understood as to understand. 

To be loved as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 

And it is in dying that we awake to eternal life. 

— St. Francis of Assisi 

The 2008 Prayer Diary is available online at 
Salvationist.ca. To receive your copy by e-mail, 
contact Colonel Eleanor Shepherd, spiritual life 
and prayer co-ordinator, at eleanor_shepherd@ 
can.salvationarmy org 



My Perspective 



From the Dog-Eared Little Diary 

More tales of life on the road 

by Brian Burditt, Director of World Missions, THQ Business Administration 



In February 2006, Brian Burditt wrote of his 
experiences travelling overseas. Here he shares 
about his visit to Zambia infune 2007. 

The Republic of Zambia is a land- 
locked country in Southern 
Africa. It borders the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo to the 
north, Tanzania to the northeast, Malawi 
to the east, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana and Namibia to the south, and 
Angola to the west. Formerly known as 
Northern Rhodesia, the country's new 
name reflects the Zambezi River. 

While the official language is English 
(used to conduct official business and for 
instruction in schools), there are 42 lan- 
guages and many more dialects in common 
use in Zambia. Of the 177 countries listed 
in the United Nations Human Development 
Index, Zambia ranks 165th. By compari- 
son, Canada is 6th on this list. Once a 
middle-income country, Zambia began 
to slide into poverty in the 1970s when 
copper prices declined on world markets. 
At the present time, per capita income is 
approximately $395 — half of what it was 
at independence from the United Kingdom 
in 1964. This places Zambia among the 
world's poorest nations. 

I had been "in country" for seven days 
of an 1 1-day visit. As with most trips of this 
type I was there to monitor and provide 
technical assistance to ongoing projects 
as well as research possibilities for new 
projects in the future. 

For the 2006 Faster celebrations. 
Commissioner Vinece Chigariro, the 
Army's territorial commander, visited the 
Lower Gwembe Valley in the southern 
part of the country. During this campaign 
many found Christ as their personal sav- 
iour. With this in mind, the commissioner 
arranged for me to visit the villages of 
Munyumbwe, Makuya and Bondo. All 
three were in remote locations in a hot and 
dry area of the Gwembe Valley. All were 
official outposts of The Salvation Army. 

In each village the people had to walk 
several miles to get clean water. The lack 
of water meant that agricultural and live- 
stock endeavours were almost impossible. 
Access to the villages was over the worst 



"roads" I had ever encountered and, for 
the villagers, all travel was by foot. 

In a needs-assessment discussion with 
the villagers they all listed the same basic 
needs: water, a clinic, skills training and 
education. The water, they explained, 
would allow them to grow crops and raise 
livestock. The nearest medical clinic was 
35 kilometres away. Try to imagine being 
ill with malaria and walking 35 kilometres 
to the clinic for assistance. Is it any wonder 



possibly be happy? I thought. 

The answer was simple. They had found 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal 
saviour and were assured that, whatever 
their standard of living was, one day all 
pain and sorrow would be gone and they 
would live in Heaven for eternity. 

I am writing this article on the last 
day before our Canadian Thanksgiving 
weekend — a time of celebration, feasting 
and giving thanks to God for the abun- 



The people I saw had nothing ...yet they were happy 




that some of the ill died on the way? 

The people I saw had nothing. They 
wore tattered and dirty clothing. There 
was little to eat and even less to drink. 
The prospects for an improved lifestyle 
were slim at best. There seemed to be no 
hope. Here were people who were the 
poorest of the poor. 

And yet, they were happy They smiled. 
They joked. They welcomed us with open 
arms and shared freely with us what they 
had. My heart was moved. How could they 



dance that we have each day of our lives. 
In comparison to the villagers I met, we have 
everything we need to enjoy a lifestyle that 
they cannot begin to comprehend. Yet, I 
am not sure that we have the same joy in 
our hearts about our relationship with our 
Lord. At least, we don't seem to show it. 
Boy, do I have a lot to learn. I went to 
Zambia to help, but I came away having 
been helped myself and reminded that I 
should be ever thankful for the life I have 
and should share that joy with others. © 
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The Solvation Army^ 
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